CHAPTER XXI

THE   FORUESTS

Ethe Spring my father and three sisters went to a house
_ie had taken at Richmond. I then for the first time
since my return made enquiries after my favourite Fanny
Hartford, who I found had married a gentleman, of fortune
who resided entirely in the country, and to the present day
I have never heard more of her.

I now renewed my acquaintance with many of my former
companions, male and female, and frequented the same
houses as previously to my visiting India, but not having
similar resources as then I was often hard run for cash
which drove me to various stratagems for " raising the
wind" and enabling me nightly to attend some place of
public amusement. I became a regular attendant at the
Euphrates Lodge of Bucks, also at the Battersea Red House
meetings, the latter as much for the sake of the fair one I
have already spoken of under the designation of " Silver
tail," as for the exercise of field tennis.

I introduced Bob Pott, at his earnest request, to Tethring-
ton, who declared him to be the finest lad he had ever mot
with, and became greatly attached to him.

During my Oriental trip my eldest sister, Mary, made
some new acquaintances in whose society she spent much
of her time. Amongst them were the Broadhoad and
Forrest families. With the Forrests my family were particu-
larly intimate, and I soon became equally so. It then
consisted of the mother (Mrs. Forrest), the most extra-
ordinary woman in respect of eccentricities that perhaps
ever lived. When I first saw her she must have been near
fifty, but was still beautiful. Her father, whose name was
Lynch, possessed a handsome property in the Island of
Jamaica, when his lady being in a family way and her health
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